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New Jersey State League of Municipalities Conference Resolution No. 2021-01

Adopted at League Annual Business Meeting on November 18, 2021
Approved by League Conference Resolution Committee on November 16, 2021

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A TAX LEVY CAP EXCEPTION FOR INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY AND CYBER SECURITY COSTS

WHEREAS, local municipalities require specific software and hardware tools to provide
services to their residents; and

WHEREAS, the licenses required to use the software requires an annual fee which is
determined by a third party such as Microsoft, Edmunds, SDL, and other proprietary vendors,
and

WHEREAS, municipalities do not have the option of negotiating a reduction in annual fees with
national and international companies for annual licensing costs; and

WHEREAS, on a regular schedule, companies upgrade and/or eliminate older software which
forces municipalities to purchase new software and hardware; and

WHEREAS, each municipality also invests in firewalls and other forms of cyber security
protection to protect its financial records as well as the tax records and other data of its residents,
and

WHEREAS, insurance carriers are requiring municipalities to conduct significant and extensive
reviews of cyber security plans and protections to determine the annual liability premiums that
will be charged; and

WHEREAS, even with a commitment to invest in technology upgrades, insurance premiums for
liability and cyber security coverage will increase by double digits in 2022; and

WHEREAS, on an annual basis the cost of technology upgrades, including software, hardware
and licenses, for the use of Microsoft platforms, email, required proprietary software and cyber
security requires, an increasingly larger portion of municipal budgets; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New Jersey League of Municipalities in
conference assembled, urges the State Legislature to grant all municipalities an exception to the
expenditure CAP and a waiver from the tax levy CAP equal to the cost of hardware, software,
licensing fees, data storage, email, storage including the Cloud and other types, Information
Technology costs to install and monitor municipal systems as well as the costs related to
technology to prevent hacking and cyber security attacks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the members of
the New Jersey General Assembly, the New Jersey State Senate, the Commissioner of the



Department of Community Affairs, New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness,
the Lieutenant Governor, and the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

Sponsors

The Hon. Stacey Ewald The Hon. Robert H. Conley
Mayor, Township of Chatham Mayor, Borough of Madison
The Hon. Brad J. Cohen MD The Hon. John B. Moor

Mayor, East Brunswick Township Mayor, City of Asbury Park



New Jersey State League of Municipalities Conference Resolution No. 2021-02

Adopted at League Annual Business Meeting on November 18, 2021
Approved by League Conference Resolution Committee on November 16, 2021

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ADDITIONAL STATE FUNDING FOR PURPOSES
OF THE STATEWIDE MANDATE ON USAGE OF POLICE BODY-WORN CAMERAS

WHEREAS, P.L. 2020, Chapters 128 and 129, mandates that every uniformed State, county,
and municipal patrol law enforcement officer wear a body-worn camera that records audio and
video while acting in the performance of their duties; and

WHEREAS, a body-worn camera is a device worn by a law enforcement officer that makes an
electronic audio and video recording of activities that take place during any law enforcement
action; and

WHEREAS, the use of body-worn cameras is a great tool for law enforcement to help fulfill the
needs of the department and the community by increasing transparency and the safety of law
enforcement officers and community members; and

WHEREAS, while body-worn cameras provide tremendous benefits, there are significant costs
associated with their implementation; and

WHEREAS, the November 24, 2020 report released by the Governor’s Interagency Working
Group of Body Worn Cameras highlighted the costs associated with not only the initial purchase
of the body-worn cameras but also the continued maintenance and replacements costs, along
with the costs for storage and necessary review and redaction of certain footage; and

WHEREAS, municipal law enforcement agencies will need to expend significant financial
resources to account for the initial and ongoing costs associated with compliance with the new
state mandate; and

WHEREAS, grants provided by the NJ Department of Law and Public Safety Office of the
Attorney General cover some of the initial costs encountered by local law enforcement agencies
in order to purchase necessary body-worn cameras for their police forces, these grants were a
one-time appropriation from the state, with no guarantee that additional state funding will be
made available to cover the ongoing costs associated with the new body-worn camera mandate;
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities, in conference assembled, calls on the New Jersey State Legislature, the
Governor, and New Jersey State Attorney General to provide for a yearly appropriation in an
amount sufficient to reimburse municipalities for the costs associated to comply with the State’s
body-worn camera mandate; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the members of
the New Jersey General Assembly and the State Senate, the New Jersey State Attorney General,
the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

Sponsor

Hon. Reed Gusciora
Mayor, City of Trenton

Co-Sponsor

Hon. Paul Medany
Mayor, Township of Deptford



