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Property Tax Relief Programs
• Homestead Benefit

• Homeowners Only

• Property Tax Reimbursement
• Homeowners
• Mobile Home Owners

• Local Property Tax Relief
• Senior Deduction
• Veteran’s Deduction
• 100% Disabled Veterans



Homestead Benefit



Homestead Benefit 
Qualifications Remain the Same

• Owned/Occupied Residence

• Gross Income Limits
• $150,000 – 65/Over or Disabled
• $75,000 – Everyone Else



65/over or Disabled

Everyone Else

Benefit Calculation



Homestead Benefit
• Paid as a Direct Property Tax Credit

• Shown on Municipal Tax Bill
• 2015 Paid Beginning May 1

• Certain Filers Receive a Paper Check or Direct Deposit
• Continuing Care Community 
• Co-op Housing Complex
• Certain Estates
• Sold Residence





Who’s Qualified & for How Much?
• Are You a Multi-Owner?

• With a Spouse
• With Someone Other than a Spouse
• Life Tenant

• Is Your Property Multi-Unit?
• Based on Square Footage
• No More than 4 Units
• No More than One Commercial

• If Multi-Owner and Multi-Unit:
• Use % Occupied

Not a Co-op or Condominium





Senior Freeze
Property Tax Reimbursement



Property Tax Reimbursement 
Eligibility Guidelines
• Age 65/older or Receiving Social Security Disability

• By 12/31/16

• Lived in New Jersey for 10 Years
• Since 12/31/06

• Owned and Lived in the Home for 3 Years
• Since 12/31/13

• Property Taxes Paid
• Homeowners: By June 1st of the Following Year
• Mobile Home Owners: By December 31st



Property Tax Reimbursement
• Effective PTR Application Year 2007

• Paid in Full by 6/1of Subsequent Year

• Application Years 2006 and Prior
• Paid in Full by 12/31of Each Year

• Mobile Home Owners
• Site Fees Due 12/31



Property Tax Reimbursement
Income Eligibility Limits
• 2016

• Single/Married $87,007

• 2017
• Single/Married $87,268

Subject to change by the State Budget.



State Budget – Income Limits
2016 Income Limit Change
• Income Over $87,007

• Not qualified

• Income Between $70,000 and $87,007
• No Reimbursement Check
• Keep Base Year
• 2017 PTR-2 Application

Applicants with Income Under the 
Original Income Limit Should Always File.



Income Limits
Includes Most Gross Income Categories

• Social Security

• Unemployment

• Military Pension

• New Jersey Lottery Winnings



PTR Pension Treatment
• Changes to Treatment of Pension Income

• New Jersey Taxable Pension (Line 19a, Form NJ-1040)

• Include Tax Exempt Retirement Income
• US Military Pension
• Disability Pension
• Roth IRA



Deadline Information
• 2017 PTR Application Deadline

• Deadline: October 31, 2018

• Reimbursement Checks

When Did You Send Your 
Application?

Check Issued on or
Before

Before May 1, 2018 July 15, 2018
Between May 2 – June 1, 2018 Sept. 1, 2018
Between June 2 – Sept. 1, 2018 Nov. 1, 2018
Between Sept. 2 – Oct. 31, 2018 Dec. 1, 2018



First Time Filers
Form PTR-1
• Establishes 2016 and 2017 Eligibility

• Reserves Base Year at 2016 Level

• Difference of 2017 & 2016 Taxes

Proof of Property Taxes Paid Must be Included with all PTR Applications



2nd Year and Later Year Filers
Form PTR-2
• Comes Pre-Printed with Base Year

• Verifies 2017 Eligibility

• Difference of 2017 and Base Year



Base Year Changes
• Income Exceeds the Original Limit

• Re-establish at the Lower Amount

• Property Taxes Go Below Base Amount
• Re-establish at the Lower Amount

• Certain Assessment Changes

• Applicant Moves



Reevaluations & Reassessments
• Reevaluations – Increased or Decreased Property Tax

• Use the Reevaluated Amount

• Added Assessments – Increased Property Value
• Results in an Adjusted Base Year
• Added Assessment Included in Base Year and Current Year



Appealed Assessment
• Results-Increase or Decrease of Property Taxes

• Applicant must notify Division of the Property Tax Change

• File Amended Property Tax Reimbursement Application
• Greater Reimbursement: Division Issues Check for the Difference
• Lesser reimbursement: Applicant Required to Pay Difference

Tax Collector – Check the Box on Part II of PTR-1A/2A., if there was a tax 
appeal. 





Form PTR-1-C
• Applicant Relocates

• Already Enrolled in the Program
• Relocates to another New Jersey Residence

• Establish Eligibility After 2 Years
• Division Sends Automatically
• Contact the Division for the Form



Property Tax Proof
• Homeowner’s Verification Forms:

• PTR-1A/B – First Time Filers
• PTR-2A/B – Second and Later Years

• Copies of Final Property Tax Bills
• Copies of Canceled Checks
• Copies of Form 1098
• Not easy!





What if Someone Forgets to File?
• Eligible Homeowners May File Prior Year Applications

• We Won’t Pay Prior Year Reimbursements

• We Will Give a Base Year for the Oldest Eligible Filing

• Applicants Use Form PTR-1 to File Prior Years

• Will Also Need Proof of Property Taxes



Budgetary Approval
• All Property Tax Relief Benefits are Subject to Change

• NJ FY 2019 Budget
• Passed July 1, 2018



Out of State Residents



Letter of Ineligibility for 
Out-of-State Residents
• Complete “Request for a Letter of Property Tax Relief 

Ineligibility” Form

• Available on Division’s Website at: 
http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ineligibility.shtml

• Mail Completed Form to the Division

http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ineligibility.shtml




Local Property Tax Relief



Local Property Tax Relief 
• Administered by the Local Municipality

• Visit the Division’s Website for Applications

• Contact the Division’s Local Property Branch 
for Questions



Military Property Tax Deferment
• Resident Deployed for Active Wartime Service

• All Branches of the Military

• Property Only Owned by Deployed Military Resident

• Property Taxes Paid by State
• Military Resident Must Repay
• Paid in Full:  90 Days After Last Day of Deployment
• Local Tax Office Refunds the State

• Apply with Local Tax Office 



Local Property Tax Relief
• Annual Deduction for Senior Citizens, Disabled Persons

• Available to Surviving Spouse/Civil Union

• Annual Deduction for Veterans 
• Available to Surviving Spouse/Civil Union or Domestic Partner
• New Active Wartime Service Period

• World Trade Center Rescue & Recovery

• Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans
• Available to Surviving Spouse/Civil Union or Domestic Partner

File Completed Forms with the Municipal Tax Assessor.



Contact Information
• Assistance for Local Government

• Local Property Branch
• 609-292-7813
• www.njtaxation.org - Local Property Tax Link

• Legislative Hotline
• 609-633-8433

• Assistance for the Public
• Homestead Benefit

• 1-888-238-1233

• Property Tax Reimbursement
• 1-800-882-6597

http://www.njtaxation.org/


Contact Information
Taxation University

• 609-633-6015
• outreach.tax@treas.nj.gov

• www.njtaxation.org

Follow Us on Social Media!

mailto:outreach.tax@treas.nj.gov
http://www.njtaxation.org/
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