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Description of Initiative

The judges will be looking for successful innovative efforts by a municipality or a partnership among several municipalities
or a municipal/county joint effort. Innovations must have been initiated or completed during the time period June 1, 2023 -
September 30, 2024

Project Specific Details:  

How is your innovation original and distinctive?

How has this initiative successfully met the local needs of your municipality?

How have the stakeholders benefited & responded to this initiative?

Are there any measured savings or program improvements?

Please include whether the innovation is temporary or permanent

How can this innovation be replicated in other communities across the state?

Please attach supplemental documents noting the details of your initiative.  (Supplemental attachments NOT to
exceed three pages)

 Application Deadline:   Applications must be received no later than Friday, October 25, 2024. 

 Option to Mail Applications: NJLM Innovation in Governance, 222 West State St., Trenton, NJ 08608, Attention: Ciara
Bradley or send by email to CBradley@njlm.org

 If you have any questions, please contact Ciara Bradley at the League of Municipalities: 609-695-3481 ext. 128 or
CBradley@njlm.org.

Initiative Title*

TMI, LLC Pastor John H. McReynolds Teen Magazine Literacy Program

Description of Innovation

Teen Magazine is designed for teens to express themselves, grow and learn from one another. Our program creates a
friendly, no judgement zone which prepare our youth for academic, social and civic success for the future. The Teen
Magazine is eight-sixteen week program. This program is to guide teens through everyday situations by using life skills,
reading and writing as a key element.

Upload Documents
TMI LLC NJLM Innovation Awards 2024 Application.pdf
Please condense your documents into one file for upload.

I agree.

Electronic Signature Agreement*

By checking the "I agree" box below, you agree and acknowledge that 1) your application will not be signed in the
sense of a traditional paper document, 2) by signing in this alternate manner, you authorize your electronic signature
to be valid and binding upon you to the same force and effect as a handwritten signature, and 3) you may still be
required to provide a traditional signature at a later date.
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Electronic Signature*

Tamika McReynolds
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 TMI, LLC’s Pastor John H. McReynolds Teen Magazine Literacy Program has 

impacted the lives of over 100,000 youth in New Jersey.  

“Our kids think they can’t win, and when they don’t know they can win, we give them the access to be 

ale to know that you can have a shot at the title, whether it’s internships, whether it’s job opportunities 

or whether it’s a financial blessing.” – Tamika McReynolds 

Teen Magazine partnered with Jersey City Health and Human Services to provide high 

school seniors in the school district with the opportunity to engage in an eight-week program to 

improve student’s well-being. Tamika McReynolds has replicated her innovation throughout the 

State of New Jersey and has proven longevity in our communities, especially when it comes to 

changing the lives of our youth for the better. The Program focuses on the importance of 

education, mental health checks and financial awards. First Lady Tamika McReynolds is at the 

forefront of the success of this unique and integral design. 

The Teen Mentoring Literacy Program is a program designed for young teens to improve 

their well being, which can be academically, socially, and/or personally. It is designed to create 

and support mutually beneficial long standing relationships. It’s a program where teens can 

express themselves and to grow and learn from one another and have fun while doing it. This 

program is to guide teens through everyday situations by using reading and writing as a key 

element. Recently, financial literacy has become a key component in accelerating students’ 

success. Teen Magazine Financial Literacy into its program and the athletes of the Lincoln High 

School football team attended a tour of Liberty Savings Credit Union Bank, learning from 

mentors before enrolling and opening accounts for their futures.  

The City of Jersey City Teen Magazine Program salutes the graduates upon completion 

of the program at City Hall where they receive citations from the Honorable Steven M. Fulop 

and the Jersey City Municipal Council. It is Teen Magazine’s hope that an encouraging 

environment serves to empower and inspire our teens to empower themselves and others towards 

a Healthier Jersey City, Hudson County, State of New Jersey and nation. 

Throughout the year, Teen Magazine was a force in the community, partnering with 

Newark’s Black Girls Go to Yale College Tour to the Ivy League Campus, Be the Change 

Maker’s Newark High Schools’ rally at Seton Hall University, and most recently, Tamika 

McReynolds’s very own Radio Show on 94.7 the Block, Get Your Mind Right every Sunday at 

8am.  

Earlier this year, Tamika McReynolds and Hudson County Department of Family 

Services and Reintegration Director Frank Mazza partnered with Hudson County Community 

College for the first ever Jersey City Public Schools College Tour to the County Community 

College. Tamika McReynolds provides access to various community resources through Teen 

Magazine which include community partners such as the Hudson County Sheriff’s Office and 

Jersey City Police Department. Hosting the numerous College Tours, ensures High school 

students have multiple opportunities to visit, apply, and attend college. During the 2023-2024 

school year, Seniors from Lincoln, Snyder and Renaissance High School attended the College 

Tour with an exciting kick off with special guest DJ Wallah from Hot 97. Students applied and 

had the opportunity for same day enrollment. Hundreds of students in Jersey City are now on a 



 

post-secondary track and the dynamic program will continue next year. In addition, the program 

is set to expand throughout the State, starting in Essex and Union Counties.  

TMI Pastor John H. McReynolds Teen Magazine Literacy Program partners and 

community stakeholders: 

• Hudson County Executive Craig Guy  

• Mayor Steven M. Fulop 

• Senator Angela V. McKnight 

• Congressman Rob Menendez 

• Former Governor Jim McGreevey  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


